Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.027; wR factor = 0.062; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.7.
The Hg atom in the title complex, [HgCl 2 (C 12 H 13 N 3 )], adopts a square-pyramidal geometry, being ligated by three N atoms of the tridentate bis(2-pyridylmethyl)amine ligand and two Cl atoms, with one of the latter occupying the apical position. Disorder is noted in the amine portion of the ligand and this was modelled over two sites, with the major component having a site-occupancy factor of 0.794 (14) .
Related literature
For general background, see: Ojida et al. (2004) ; Kirin et al. (2005) ; Storr et al. (2005) ; Tamamura et al. (2006) ; Kim et al. (2007) ; Lee et al. (2007) . For related literature, see: Addison et al. (1984) .
Experimental
Crystal data [HgCl 2 (C 12 Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2002) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2002) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999). 
Comment
Transition metal complexes with bis(2-pyridylmethyl)amine (dpa) or substituted-dpa ligands continue to be of interest in many fields of chemistry (Kirin et al., 2005; Storr et al., 2005; Tamamura et al., 2006) . Recently, we reported Cu(II) and Zn(II) halide complexes with the dpa ligand, and Zn(dpa)Cl 2 was proposed as a blue fluorescent material. In this work, as an extension of a study on fluorescent chemosensors (Ojida et al., 2004) , we prepared a Hg(II) complex of dpa, Hg(dpa)Cl 2 (I), and its structure and properties were investigated. The Hg(II) atom is 5-coordinated by the three N atoms of the tridentate di(picolyl)amine ligand and two Cl atoms. The coordination geometry is based on a square pyramid with the basal plane defined by three N atoms and one Cl, with the other Cl atom occupying the apical position. The calculated trigonality index, τ = 0.03, indicates that the Hg atom is in a square pyramidal geometry (Addison et al., 1984) . Hg(dpa)Cl 2 exhibits an intense blue emission at 425 nm in DMF solution upon excitation at 400 nm.
Experimental
All of the reagents and solvents were purchased from either Aldrich and used without further purification. A mixture of mercuric chloride (1.35 g, 5 mmol) and bis(2-pyridylmethyl)amine (0.99 g, 5 mmol) in methanol (20 ml) was stirred for 8 h at room temperature under a nitrogen atmosphere. The precipitates were filtered off and recrystallized from methanol in a 
Refinement
The C and N-bound H atoms were included in the riding model approximation with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å and N-H = 0.91 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C and N). Disorder was noted in the structure and this modelled so that two sites were resolved for the N8-H atoms. From refinement, the major component of the disorder had a site occupancy factor = 0.794 (14). The maximum and minimum residual electron denisty peaks were located 0.85 and 0.78 Å, respectively, from the Hg atom. 1.372 (6) C12-H12 0.93 C5-H5 0.93 C13-C14 1.379 (7) C6-C7 1.508 (7) C13-H13 0.93 C7-N8A 1.407 (18) C14-N15 1.337 (6) C7-N8 1.488 (7) C14-H14 0.93
